
I BELIEVE IN THE  
SOUTH DAKOTA FFA!

There are several ways to leave a legacy for the future and help FFA 
grow. You can ensure that the future is bright for young leaders in 
agricultural education with a planned gift. Many of these have 
wonderful benefits for the gift donors. Consider leaving a Legacy 
Gift through the SD FFA Foundation. Legacy gift options include: 

Endowment 
Contribute a minimum of $10,000 over 5 years or less. The 
principle is invested and annual earnings are used to support the 
program of your choice. 

Bequest 
Indicate in your will that you’d like to leave part of your estate to 
the SD FFA Foundation. Gifts through your will can be a particular 
item, dollar amount or percentage of your estate.

Beneficiary Designation 
Indicate that the SD FFA Foundation is a beneficiary of your life 
insurance policy, bank account, IRA or non-qualified annuity. 

IRA 
If your IRA has increased in value over the years or if you are 
obligated to take a Required Minimum Distribution, then an IRA 
charitable contribution gift is a simple and easy way to donate 
while not increasing your taxable income.

Assets 
We can accept a variety of assets, including stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds, real estate, crops and livestock.

When considering whether or not a planned gift is appropriate for 
you, ask yourself a few simple questions: “What do I want to give?” 
“How should I give?” “When should I give?” and “Where will my 
gift make the most impact?” To visit about options for Leaving 
Your Legacy, contact the SD FFA Foundation and consult with 
your tax advisor.

Gerri@sdffafoundation.org • 605.765.4865

2020-21 Contributors to the SD FFA Foundation
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021

Diamond Sponsors ($20,000 +)
Agtegra Cooperative
CHS Foundation
Farm Credit Services of America
Theresa Wingen
Twin Cities Region Northland Ford 

Dealers
Platinum Sponsors ($10,000 to 

$19,999)
Bayer
Farmers Mutual of Nebraska
Pioneer/Corteva
RDO Equipment Company
Gold Sponsors ($5,000 to $9,999)
BankWest
Butler Machinery Company
Kendall & Janice Thompson
Keystone Pipeline
The First National Bank in Sioux Falls
Ruby Sponsors ($2,500 to $4,999)
ADM Grain Tulare
BASF
C & B Operations
Citibank (South Dakota) N.A. Fund 

& Citibank-McKnight of the SD 
Community Foundation

CROPLAN by WinField United
Dacotah Bank
Dakotaland Feeds, LLC
East River Electric Cooperative
Eugene & Stella Nagel
GrainBridge
Hanson & Associates LLC
Midwest Veterinary Service
Monument Health Center
Riverview LLP
SD Agricultural Foundation
SD Farm Bureau Charitable Fund of the 

SD Community Foundation
Titan Machinery, Inc.
Pearl Sponsors ($1,000 to $2,499)
American News Farm Forum
Anipro Xtraformance Feed
Anonmyous
BHE Industries
Central Farmers Cooperative
Chad & Rhonda Wosje
Chuck & Kerry Christman
Dan & Sheri Kahnke
Dana Dykhouse
De Smet Farm Mutual Insurance 

Company of South Dakota
Doug & Clara Marsh
Dr. Lon & Mary Moeller
Fall River-Custer County Farm Bureau
FarmHouse Fraternity
Fishback Financial Corporation
Hefty Seed Company
Hurley & Associates
Meade County Farm Bureau
Michael Leheska
Pennington County Farm Bureau
SD Association of Cooperatives
SD Cattlemen's Foundation
SD Coop Managers Association
SD Dept. of Agriculture and Natural 

Resources
SD Division of the Midwest Dairy 

Association
SD Farmers Union
SD Retailers Association
SDSU College of Agriculture, Food and 

Environmental Sciences
Sioux Valley Energy
Thrivent Grant
Todd & Terry Marks
Tyson Foods
Visit Brookings
Whetstone Commodities
Wilbur-Ellis
Zoetis
Silver Sponsors ($500 to $999)
Agropur
Ashley & Jordan Wiesen
Associated Milk Producers, Inc.
BioZyme
Black Hills Forest Resource Association

Butte Harding Lawrence Cty Farm 
Bureau

Cargill
Chris and Penny Nelson
Clark and Lyla Hanson
CTE Global, Inc.
Dakota Hills Veterinary Clinic
Dakota Mill & Grain Inc.
Darling Ingredients
Donna Acheson
Dr. Alice Harty
Ducks Unlimited
Dwight & Patty Zemlicka
Eichacker Simmentals
Fall River Feedyard, LLC
First Dakota National Bank of Yankton
Gary Bachman
Geronimo Energy Holdings, LLC
High Plains Journal
Hoegemeyer Hybrids
Jeremy and Laura Nettifee
Jon and Emily Minor
Kari Rogers
Kent Nutrition Group
Kimball Livestock Exchange
Legend Seeds, Inc.
Lincoln County Crop Livestock 

Improvement Assoc.
Ludens Inc.
Mark Gross
McCook Central FFA
Millborn Seeds
Mustang Seeds
Next Level Ag Labs
Perkins County Farm Bureau
Plains Commerce Bank
Potter County Farm Bureau
Pranger Feed Mill, Inc.
Premier Equipment
ProAg Engineering, Inc.
Ranchers Feed & Seed
Ranchers Feed & Supply Inc.
Ravellette publications
Reinke-Gray Wealth Management
Rufus & Patty DeZeeuw
Salem Veterinary Service
SD Aviation Association
SD Biotech Association
SD Crop Improvement Association
SD Nursery & Landscape Association
SD Pork Producers Council
SD Poultry Industries Association
SD School of Mines and Technology
SD Soil Health Coalition
SD Soybean Research & Promotion 

Council
SD Veterinary Medical Association
Sioux Falls Ford
Site Work Specialists
Smithfield Foods
SoDak Labs, Inc.
Terry Jaspers
The Dan Streff Family
Tractor Supply Company 
Tri Valley FFA Alumni
United Animal Health Inc.
Valley Queen Cheese
West River Electric Association
White Veterinary Service
Bronze Sponsors ($250 to $499)
605 Sires
Alan and Marlys Fenner
Amani Reiners
Bar JZ Ranches
Bruce and Kim Paterson
Cammack Ranch Supply, Inc.
Carl and Kari Sanders
Cattlecents Consulting, Inc., Dewayne 

Siebrasse
Cob Creek Cattle
Craig and Bonnie Dybedahl
Craig and Maure Weinkauf
Dacotah Diamond Auctions
Dakota Farm Talk
Dakota Layers, L.L.P.
David Graper
 

De and Mike Johnson, IMO Walt 
Johnson

DeJong Ranch
Duralite Mfg
Eileen Peterson
Eric and Roxanne Knock
Eugene & Julie Streff
First State Bank of Roscoe
Frontier Mills Inc.
Gary L. Hansen
Golden West Telecommunications
Gretchen and Brian Sharp
Grossenburg Implement, Inc.
Gullickson Family Livestock
Hamilton Farms
Harry K Ford
Jerry Nolz
Jerry Schmitz
Jim Chilson
John Gutenkauf
K Bar J Leather, Co
Kelvin & Carol Grey
Kibble Equipment
Kuecker Seed Farm, Inc.
Larry & Sandra Nelson
Lazy J Bar Ranch
Leon and Genevieve Minor
Leonard Sigdestad, D.V.M.
LeRoy and Cathie Draine
Loren Wieting
McFleeg Inc.
MDS Manufacturing, Inc.
MinnTex
Nathan and Tiffany Sanderson
Nicholas Grey
Pennington Conservation District
Plains Towing and Recovery LLC
R & R Pheasant Hunting
Robert Peterson and Vicki Vining, 

Peterson Livestock
Ronald A. Johnson
Roy and Sara Gjerde
Schwan Financial Group
SD Agri-Business Association
SD Assn. of Conservation Districts
SD Bankers Association
SD Broadcasters Association
SD Cattlemen's Association
SD Grasslands Coalition
SD Soybean Processors, LLC
Seed Exchange LLC
Shannon Nordstrom / Nordstrom's 

Automotive
Sioux Nation Ag Center of Sioux Falls, 

Viborg, Scotland, Wessington 
Springs & Kimball

Sleepy Hollow Farm
Spencer Chase
Stangl Shorthorns
Susan Stoterau
Terry Rieckman
The Cattle Business Weekly - Donnie & 

Krecia Leddy
Titan Machinery
Tracy and Brett Kaltvedt
Tri-State Neighbor
Wes Hotchkiss
Copper Sponsors ($100 to $249)
9 Juan Juan Mexican Food Truck
Aaron Johnson
Agvise Laboratories, Inc.
Andy & Lisa Moon
anonyous
Beresford FFA
Beringer Farms
Bison FFA
Blair Brothers LLC
Bob & Nancy Montross
Boldt Farms
Bon Homme FFA
Bowdle FFA
Brad and Kathy Sanderson
Brian & Codi Mills
Brian Cooper
Buffalo Ranch Supply
Candidus and Londa Nwadike
Canton FFA

Cargill
Carrie Vugteveen
Centerville FFA
Central Dakota Guide Service
Chamberlain FFA
Clair Welbon
Clay & Angie Edwards
Cliff Viessman, Inc.
Clint and Kiersten Sombke
Cody Chambliss
Colman-Egan FFA
Corey Chicoine
Craig Arbach
Craig Ostebee
Craig Winquist
Curt Ulmer
Curtis Brudos
Custom Genetic Solutions
Dakota Ethanol, LLC/Lake Area Corn 

Processors
Dakota Radio Group: KGFX, KOLY, 

KPLO, KMLO
Dakota Vision Ag, Inc, Jared and Kati 

Lynn Knock
Dan and Dixie Oedekoven
Dane and Donna Lambert
Dani Herring
Daniel & Nancy Scholl
Darin Stoecker
Darrin & Michelle Olson
David and Mary Rae Skoglund
David Bogue
David Leheska
Dawn Nagel
Delwin Schmidt
De-Tye Vet Supply Inc.
Doland FFA
Dr. James & Judith Johnson
Dry Creek Farm & Ranch
Duane and Ann Wulf
Dustin Oedekoven
Ed & Julie Mueller
Edmunds Central FFA
Elliot Jensen
Fall River Verterinary Clinic
Fiedler Farms, Inc.
FieldReveal
First PREMIER Bank
Fischer Poultry
Garretson FFA
Gene Ninnemann
Gettysburg FFA
Greg Endres
Greg Salmen
Gro Master, Inc.
Hansen Family Endowment of the Sioux 

Falls Area Community Foundation
Hansmeier  & Son, Inc.
Henry & Paula Linke
Howe Seeds, Inc
Huron FFA
Iroquois FFA
Jack's Campers
Jakober Limousin
Jason Long
Jeff Vander Wilt
Jenny's Floral
Jim and Ethel Kurtz
Jim Orris
Jim Wilson
Jim Woster
Joel and Julene DeRouchey
John Lentz
John Olbertson
Jon & Miranda DeRouchey
Jonathan & Jeanette Linke
Jones County FFA
Jordanne Howe
Josh Johnson
Kelli Clark
Kevin & Amber Blagg
Kevin and Jeanine Schnieders
Kevin Erikson
Kibble Equipment
Kiley Biedenfeld
Kimball FFA
Kindra Gordon

Knutson Suffolks
Koupal Lazy EY Angus Ranch
Kristie McManamy
Lance & Shirley Howe
Laura Lentsch
Lauren Gilbertson
Lemmon FFA
Lennox Sundstrom FFA
Liz Osterday
Lloyal Saugstad
Loehr Horse Care LLC
Loren Helmer
Loy's Farrier Service
M&H Land & Cattle
Maria & Colton Buus
Maria Ollis
Mark and Susan Geib
Marty Strasburg
Matilyn Kerr
Megan Bakken
Michelle Wasland
Midwest STIHL
Mike and Betty Brink
Milbank FFA
Miller FFA
Mitchell FFA
Molly and Brett Peterson
Monte and Ruth Mason
Montrose FFA
Myron and Mary Williams
Myron Sonne
Nancy & Matt Krull
Newell FFA
Northern Electric Cooperative
Northern Hills Veterinary Clinic
Northern Plains Cooperative
Northern Plains Landscaping
Odden Cattle Co & Odden Trucking
Palo Ranch
Parker FFA
Parkston FFA
Patty & Kevin Larson
Paul Fixen
Paulsen Marketing
Peterson's L7 Bar Limousin
Phil Zimmerman
Pierre FFA
Platte-Geddes Community FFA
Randy and Linnette Albers
Rapid City FFA
Ray Krause
Rebecca & Shad Christman
Red River Farm Network & Ag 

Information
Redfield FFA
Rocky Blare
Rodney Yost Horsemanship
Roger DeRouchey
Roger Lee
Ryan & Kristi Cammack
Ryan and Whitney Brunner
Sanborn Central High/Woonsocket FFA
Scotland FFA
Scott Supply Co.
SD Shorthorn Association
SD Society for Range Management
SD Walleye Charters
Selby Area FFA
Shane Mueller
Shawn Stoley
Shawn Weishaar
Skinner Financial Services
Smithfield Hog Production
Steve Masat
Steven Zemlicka
Stewart Charolais
Stout's Maines
Susan Vander Wal
Sutton Auction
Suzie Behlings
Tara and Mark Beitelspacher
The Family of Justin Maass
The Good Stuffed
Thomas Ranch
Thompson Family
Tim & Val Wengler
Tim Begalka, Sodak Gardens

Todd and Barbara Powell
Tom and Karen Swan
Tom Fergen
Travis Hoffman
Travis Lape
Tyler Swan
Vander Wal Livestock
Vedvei Charolais
Viborg-Hurley FFA
Wall FFA
Wall Meat Processing
Wendy Mortenson Agency
West Central FFA Alumni
Wilmot FFA
Wyatt & Zana DeJong
Yankton FFA
Zach Rada
Corduroy Sponsors ($50 to $99)
Allen Hageman
Allen Schornack
Andrea Schubloom
Andy Rausch
ANONYMOUS!
B Lazy T Ranch
Barry and Jenny Jacobson
Bob and Sandy Rennolet
Bones Elevator Co.
Brad Ruden
Brian and Colleen Simon
Bridgewater-Emery FFA
Burke Oil Co.
Carol Kaberna
Charlie Hoffman
Chuck and Koreen Anderson
Courtney Krcil
Dawnwind Dairy Goats
Dell Rapids Coop Grain
Erin Wilson
Etta and Mike Knuth
Faith FFA
Freeman FFA
Grady Gullickson
Highmore FFA
Hitchcock-Tulare FFA
Howard FFA
Hunter Thurman
Jason & Ashley Frerichs
Jay Koepke
Jim and Karen Kopriva
Jim Clendenin
Jim Petik & Sons, Inc.
Johnson Oil Co., Inc. of Redfield
Ken's Super Fair Foods
Kevin and Sandy Ortberg
Larry Headrick
Malachi Strategies
Marie Robbins
Mark & Heather Fillaus
Matt Dybedahl
Melody Howell
Menno FFA
Mike and Michelle Eichacker
Mike Strohschein
Paul Engbrecht
Pernille Urban
Randy Woehl
Rechelle and Eric Dissing
Reid Christopherson
Richard Fuller
Rodney Baumberger
Sara & Sean Bauder
Sarah and Keith Lambert
Sharp's Inc.
Steve and Deb Backes
Steven Leheska
Tammy Bender
Terry Gere
Tim Brown
Tim Rhead
Tri-Valley FFA
Wally and Kathy Knock
Watertown Animal Clinic
Wayne, Vicki, Ryan and Jason Soren
Webster FFA
Winner FFA

Visit www.sdffafoundation.org to view donors contributing $1-$49

FFA'S
LEGACY OUR

WAY.

GIVE THROUGH THE
SOUTH DAKOTA FFA FOUNDATION

Your
Legacy.

“FFA has granted me so many opportunities to 
improve leadership skills and abilities, given me 
more career experience, and opened the doors 
to success in my life that would have otherwise 
remained shut. Sponsors have played a crucial 
role in my FFA career by providing my jacket and 
enabling my chapter to organize and execute 
events. FFA and the sponsors who support it have 
evolved my character and leadership abilities to 
where they are now. Thank you.” - Matthew Mork, 
Webster

“I’ve experienced many educational, fun and 
amazing things through FFA, which would 
not have been possible without our generous 
sponsors. I want to express my full gratitude. On 
behalf of myself and my chapter, thank you.” - 
Elliot Hendrix, Rapid City 

“My freshman year, I had the courage to join FFA. 
It has done amazing things - from teaching me 
how to judge poultry, to helping my town during 
a flood. FFA is the most dedicated organization 
I have had the opportunity to join. My life and 
future has been changed, and FFA will be shaping 
my journey forever.” - Grace DiGiovanni, McCook 
Central

“FFA is not only about contests, competition, and 
conventions. FFA is about education, friendship, 
and advocacy. In my fourth year of FFA, I look 
forward to learning more about healthy soil’s, 
meeting FFA members from across our great 
state, and finally, advocating for one of the most 
important industries in the world. Yes, FFA does 
have contests, competitions, and conventions, but 
it also involves so much more! I’m so grateful for 
FFA.” - Maggie Hovde, Willow Lake

”Through FFA I learned about agriculture, how 
getting out of my comfort zone is a good thing, 
and many things about myself. None of this would 
have been possible without the FFA sponsors, so 
thank you. I enjoy FFA, and will make the best of 
the rest of my high school FFA experience.” - JJ 
Andrews, Rutland

“FFA opened my eyes to many new opportunities 
and I have been able to share my love for 
agriculture. A huge thank you to those sponsors 
that allow members to apply for jackets and go to 
national convention.” - Kacy Goehring, Parkston 
FFA

Elliot

Grace

JJ

Kacy

Maggie

Mat



Name: Jody Heemstra

Home FFA Chapter: Bridgewater High 
School

Year Graduated High School: 1994

College: South Dakota State University, 
Agricultural Journalism Degree, May 
1998

Current Position: I am the News and 
Farm Director for the DRG Media Group 
in Pierre and Mobridge. I was honored 
to be chosen as the 2021 Tom Brokaw 
Award winner from the University of South Dakota Media and 
Journalism Department and the South Dakota Broadcasters 
Association. I’m also a member of the Pierre Area Chamber of 
Commerce Agri-Interest Committee and past West Region Vice 
President of the National Association of Farm Broadcasting.

What did you enjoy most about FFA? I enjoyed the variety of 
speaking, judging and leadership activities available to FFA 
members. No matter what a student is interested in, they will 
likely find an opportunity to expand their knowledge of that 
interest through FFA.

How did your FFA experience contribute to your leadership 
development? Participation in FFA helped me develop teamwork 
skills through parliamentary procedure and judging contests 
while also honing my self-confidence through individual contests 
and my SAE project.

What advice would you give FFA members today? Words 
matter. Word selection matters. What you say and how you say it 
matters. Choose your words so they have a positive impact.

Name: Dr. Travis Hoffman

Home FFA Chapter: Redfield High 
School

Year Graduated High School: 1999

College: South Dakota State 
University, Animal Sciences, B.S. 2003 
Colorado State University, Animal 
Sciences with Meat Science emphasis, 
M.S. 2008, Ph.D. 2015

Current Position: North Dakota 
State University and University 
of Minnesota.  Extension Sheep 
Specialist/Assistant Professor.I have a joint appointment with 
NDSU & U of M to work with sheep and goat enthusiasts on 
production management decisions and provide research-based 
solutions to operation and industry challenges.

What did you enjoy most about FFA? I enjoyed the Livestock 
Judging CDE, and the competition between students at each 
Spring’s regional and state events.   While many of us have 
moved our own separate ways in the livestock industry, FFA was 
an enjoyable foundation that built lifelong relationships.

How did your FFA experience contribute to your leadership 
development?I attended a State Leadership Retreat my Junior 
year in HS, and was challenged to be a leader by the State 
Officers.   I was inspired to compete for a State FFA Officer 
position.     I was unsuccessful, but appreciated the challenge 
to push individual limits, and am forever indebted for the 
professional development that helped me reach goals in my 
career and my personal life.

What advice would you give FFA members today? FFA 
provides young people the chance to succeed. Seize the 
Opportunity!  Whether it is helping with chapter activities, CDE 
or SAE involvement, or a leadership role, challenge yourself to 
become involved as possible, and you will be rewarded for your 
efforts.

Name: Michel Brink

Home FFA Chapter:   Redfield High 
School

Year Graduated High School: 1972

College: South Dakota State 
University, Agriculture Education 
degree

Current Position: Retired from forty-
three years of teaching high school 
agriculture education at Hitchcock 
Tulare school. Currently I am 
managing my family farm.

What did you enjoy most about FFA?   Applying information 
and knowledge that was presented in the classroom and shop 
to the career development events and real life activities on the 
farm.

How did your FFA experience contribute to your career 
success? Because I enjoyed agriculture education class and FFA 
activities, I chose to major in agriculture education at SDSU. I 
never knew what FFA event would make a lasting impact for 
students, but always worked to find that connection with each 
student.

What advice would you give FFA members today?  Participate 
in as many different FFA career development events as possible 
- in both production and leadership career development events. 
Experience is the best teacher, why not give yourself the best?

GOALS FOR THE NEW YEAR
400+ FFA jackets • Additional Ag College Scholarships 

$500 Travel Scholarships for All Champion Teams 
WLC Scholarships • Chapter Service Grants
State Convention “Living to Serve” project 
Summer Leadership Retreat scholarships

Ag Adventure Center exhibits

Dedicated members: 4900
Active Chapters: 102

Average size of chapters: 50 members
1 in 8 SD high school students is in FFA

42% female - 58% male

Throughout history people have fought against the 
current, dealing with unexpected challenges and changing 
perceptions, to pave their own way to success. The key is 
to learn from the past but keep moving forward. South 
Dakota FFA members are accomplishing this, creating their 
own way to leave a legacy:

• Blake Volmer, Winner FFA, took a chance and competed 
in the Agricultural Broadcasting Event for the first time, 
and had to do it over zoom. It paid off, as he took home 
1st place at state! 

• Kallen Kafka, Wagner FFA, paved his way by striving 
for the top in Veterinary Science. He practiced and 
went above and beyond ordinary. When faced with 
challenging and changing circumstances he spent hours 
shadowing vets and researching vet science topics on 
his own.

• Blaise McGregor, Newell FFA, went his own way 
advocating for agriculture at events like Rodeo Rapid 
City. He shared his love of sheep and facts about the 
agricultural industry in his reserved yet powerful manner.

• Kayle Lauck, McCook Central FFA, used her innovative 
agriscience research to bring mental health disorders in 
production agriculture to light, with events and countless 
media interviews.

• The Iroquois FFA Chapter won the State Agricultural 
Issues Leadership Development Event their 2nd year as 
a chapter. They went their own way by putting in hours 
of work to discuss the issue “Beyond Meats” and are in 
the top 16 national teams. 

Will your personal gift help members make the most 
of their FFA experience? Will you follow your heart and 
leave a legacy donation that helps FFA members find or 
create their own way forward? Your generosity sustains 
agriculture education and supports FFA members as they 
pursue their OWN WAY and forge THEIR LEGACY!

PREMIER LEADERSHIP PERSONAL GROWTH CAREER SUCCESS

FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for...
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